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giving only four hours daily for five or six weeks in training the existing
staff.
He adds:
%
Now there is no teacher who cannot spin or card and henceforward no
man or woman is to be employed as a teacher who does not know
carding and spinning.
His future plans the professor describes as follows:
As this difficulty was obviated, I approached the Board with a detail-
ed scheme for introducing 350 spinning-wheels in 26 upper primary
schools to teach carding and spinning to about 700 boys at least, with
provision for half a dozen pit-looms for a weaving section for khadi, a
weaving teacher, a supervisor, a carpenter, and sufficient cotton to give
work to each student for half an hour daily. The scheme demanded
Rs. 6,000/- per annum. The Board, however, felt very diffident and post-
poned the question from meeting to meeting for 2 months. On the 26th
of July last, they saw their way to grant Rs. 3,000/- only, for the year.
I have, therefore, resolved to cut off the item of cotton almost entirely
and to reduce several other items to a workable minimum, so that the
work may be carried on [on] a smaller scale. I am now getting only 300
spinning-wheels made with 600 removable spindle*holders, of the pat-
tern I purchased at the Sabarmati Ashram. With the little improvements
I have in view (the result of a study at the Ashram), I hope to make
it possible for more than a thousand boys and girls to learn and practise
spinning every day and produce yarn of tolerably good quality. I am now
waiting only for the wheels to be made, and this must take its time. In
the meantime, I am appealing to the parents and guardians to allow a
daily supply of cotton from their pockets. I am to give the children
the instruments and the necessary instruction and the parents to give
them cotton. The yarn will be theirs and if they so choose they will
collect their yarn and give it over to us to be woven into khadi and we
will supply them khadi on reasonable weaving charges. I am going to
open also a tailoring class and will make tailoring cheaper for khadi.
The public will watch this experiment with sympathetic inte-
rest. Let me hope that the other teachers will follow the example
set by Professor Ramdas Gour,
Young India, 4-9-1924